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Jamie Allpress� love of antiques began 
when he was 11 and decided to get 
a part-time job at the local antique 

shop to save money for a BMX bike. The 
New-Zealand-born, Brighton resident 
has since established a reputation as one 
of Melbourne�s leading antique dealers. 
He was recently invited to rearrange the 
Johnston Collection House Museum�s 
spectacular array furniture, paintings, 
ceramics and objet d�art.

When did you � rst hear about the 
Johnston Collection and what were your 
� rst impressions of the historic house 
museum? I heard about The Johnston 
Collection 20 years ago and I�ve always 
had the promotional brochures in my 
antique shop. At � rst I was enthralled by 
the overall quality and uniqueness of Mr 
Johnston�s collection. 

What do you love about antique furniture 
and objects? I love the quality and 
uniqueness of those special pieces. I 
enjoy entering a house or foyer of a 

company and seeing a mix of a beautiful 
antiques and an equally impressive piece 
of contemporary art or 17th century 
botanicals framed in a modern manner. 
Being in a professionally lit, decorated 
environment creates a special feeling.
 
What sort of things did you have to take 
into consideration when rearranging the 
collection? The 18th century English 
walnut longcase clock was traditionally 
in the narrow hallway but I moved it 
into the drawing room. I thinned out the 
collection; there�s one painting where 
there was once two, the kitchen is much 
softer now after painting out all the 
dark green wall brackets and removing 
the bulk of Staffordshire � gures and 
using only the animals. I certainly don�t 
appreciate minimalism but on the other 
side, I don�t like clutter.

How has your antique shop evolved? 
I started in the late 1980s restoring 
and conserving furniture for many of 
Melbourne�s antique dealers. In 1990 I 

opened my � rst shop in Malvern Road, 
Malvern, and after seven years I leased 
next door as I needed a larger showroom. 
Four years ago I purchased 1419 Malvern 
Road and my stock has settled in well. 

What sort of advice do you give to people 
who want to buy antique furniture? Don�t 
be in a hurry as that�s how mistakes 
happen. Get to know your favourite 
antique dealers, most are very supportive 
and are happy to share their knowledge 
and contacts with you. Shopping with 
members of the Australian Antique and 
Art Dealers Association guarantees the 
authenticity of what you are buying. ■
The Johnston Collection House Museum’s 
new display and tour, Jamie Allpress 
Rearranges Mr Johnston�s Collection 
runs until June 25. The East Melbourne 
address is not publicised and visitors 
are collected from the Hilton Hotel and 
brought to the museum in a courtesy bus. 
For bookings and more information, visit 
johnstoncollection.org or call 9416 2515. 

� Henrietta Cook

Jamie Allpress
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Subaru Mentone
25 Nepean Highway
LMCT 9797

FOR THE FULL RANGE VISIT WWW.MELBOURNE.SUBARU.COM.AU. TO BOOK A TEST DRIVE CALL 1300 SUBARU (78 22 78) ASK US HOW TO DRIVE IT YOUR WAY.'

1. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise indicated. SUB462J_ME2202

2009 Subaru Retailer of the Year Award for the Melbourne group

MY07 Mitsubishi 380 SX
Series 3 Sedan
3.8Ltr, Semi Auto, White,
CD Player, Aircon, Alloy
Wheels, Electric Windows,
Rear Spoiler,Tinted Windows,
60,808kms. WWY547

MY08 Toyota Camry
Altise Sedan
2.4Ltr, Auto, White, Auto,
Aircon, Power Steering,
Alloy Wheels, Cruise
Control, 48,535kms. 
WTK285

MY07 Subaru Impreza
WRX Tuned by STi Sedan
2.5Ltr, Turbo, Manual, WRC
Blue, Front Lip Spoiler,
17”STi Alloys, STi Tuned
Suspension, 54,020kms.
UQB611

MY07 Subaru Impreza
2.0i Sedan
2.0Ltr, Auto, Blue,
Climate Control, Cruise
Control, Airbags, Electric
Windows, ABS, AWD,
58,271kms. XOU140

MY10 Subaru Liberty
3.6 Premium Sedan
3.6Ltr, Semi Auto, White,
LeatherTrim, Sunroof, Climate
Control, Sat Nav, Rain Sensing
Wipers, Dusk Sensing
Headlights, 11,420kms. XEA819

MY08 Mazda 2 Maxx
Hatchback
1.5Ltr, Manual, White,
6 Stack CD Player,
Airbags, Alloy Wheels,
Aircon, Power Steering,
22,458kms. WIM157

MY04 Subaru Forester
XT Wagon
2.5Ltr, Turbo, Auto, Blue,
Leather Trim, Sunroof,
Climate Control, 17”Alloys,
AWD, ABS, Cruise Control,
124,196kms. TGY119

$36,388 Driveaway

MY10 Subaru Liberty Exiga Wagon
2.5Ltr, Semi Auto, Sapphire Blue, CD
Player, Climate Control, 6 Seats, Alloy
Wheels, Rear Privacy Glass, 5,677kms.
XLO926

MY08 Subaru Impreza RS
Hatchback
2.0Ltr, Manual, Silver, Rear
Privacy Glass, Sports Seats,
Steering Wheel Controls, CD
Player, Climate Control, Alloy
Wheels, 14,555kms. WDC478

MY00 Subaru Impreza
WRX Sedan
2.0Ltr, Turbo, Manual,
Burgundy, Alloy Wheels,
Tinted Windows, AWD, Dual
Front Airbags, CD Player,
215,128kms.  QNB492

MY07 Holden Calais VE
Sedan
3.6Ltr, Auto, Silver,
CD Player, Cruise Control,
Alloy Wheels, Climate
Control, 64,002kms.
UXD408

MY08 Subaru Liberty
GT Spec B Wagon
2.5Ltr, Turbo, Manual, 
Silver, LeatherTrim, Sunroof,
McIntosh Sound System,
Climate Control, 18”Alloys,
Bilstein Suspension,  
8,406kms. XFR510

$36,388 Driveaway

$21,888 Driveaway

$14,588 Driveaway

$25,888 Driveaway$49,988 Driveaway

$27,088 Driveaway

MY10 Subaru Liberty 2.5
Sports Premium Wagon
2.5Ltr, Semi Auto, Blue, Dual
Zone Climate Control, Bilstein
Suspension, 18”Alloys, Leather
Trim, Sunroof, 4,797kms.
XMP705

$45,788 Driveaway$18,688 Driveaway

MY09 Subaru Impreza
RS Hatchback
2.0Ltr, Manual, White, Sports
Seats, Rear Privacy Glass,
ABS, Cruise Control, Power
Windows, CD Player,
9,763kms. XMP874

$31,288 Driveaway

$18,688 Driveaway

$52,088 Driveaway

$19,788 Driveaway

$25,888 Driveaway
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